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TS WHO FUNDS 


Some tourism areas are 
keeping out nonresidents 


Cases/deaths as of 8 p.m. Tuesday 


us HA 


Owners worry they'll be 
saddled with new debt 


Trump orders review in 
midst of global pandemic 


BY ERIC TUCKER, LORI HINNANT 
AND FRANK JORDANS 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump on Tuesday an- 
nounced a halt to U.S. payments 
to the World Health Organi- 
zation pending a review of its 
warnings about the coronavirus 
and China. Trump, whose own 
response to the virus has been 
called into question, criticized 
the WHO for not sounding the 
alarm sooner. 

Trump asserted that the virus 
could have been contained at 
its source and lives could have 
been spared had the U.N. health 
agency done a better job inves- 
tigating reports coming out of 
China. 

In the U.S., the coronavirus 
pandemic has led to more than 
25,000 deaths and approxi- 
mately 600,000 confirmed in- 
fections by Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity’s count. 

Meanwhile, governors around 
the U.S. began sketching out 
plans Tuesday to reopen their 
economies in a slow and me- 
thodical process so as to prevent 
the coronavirus from rebounding 
with tragic consequences. 

In Italy, Spain and other places 
around Europe where infections 
and deaths havebegunstabilizing, 


LAURIE SKRIVAN, LSKRIVAN@POST-DISPATCH.COM 
Gwen Wilson, right, stands with her mother, Stella Walton, near a window in their home in Bellefontaine Neighbors on Monday. Wilson recently 
quit her job as director of housekeeping at a charity serving the homeless, fearful that her mom could end up infected through contact with her. 


“I knew | had to quit.” Wilson says. “With the coronavirus, | have to put my mom first.” Please see WHO, Page A4 
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await guidance on counties are Republican plan spending checks 
forgivable loans fending off visitors © to return to Capitol : on food, gas, bills 
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St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


VALLEY PARK — Over the weekend, 
Chip Self’s company was approved for 
a forgivable small business loan worth 
several hundred thousand dollars. 

But after reading the loan contract, 
the owner of Valley Park-based Logic 
Systems Sound and Lighting Inc. 
doesn’t plan to touch the money, at 
least not until the U.S. Small Business 
Administration clarifies how the loan 
forgiveness Congress promised actu- 
ally works. 

“There’s a bunch of business own- 
ers going out making decisions as- 
suming it’s going to be forgiven,” Self 
said. “The actual agreement itself says 
nothing about it. And if it’s not in the 
agreement, it doesn’t exist.” 

The emergency federal Paycheck 
Protection Program was designed to 
offer businesses forgivable loans to 
keep paying their employees and cover 
a portion of other expenses, like mort- 
gage interest, rent and utilities. Busi- 
nesses can borrow up to two months’ 
worth of average payroll, plus another 
25%. The program promises to forgive 
those loans if the employers keep their 


Please see LOANS, Page A5 


St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


JEFFERSON CITY — In Shannon 
County, where the Current and Jacks 
Fork rivers cut through rugged Ozark 
hills, officials have a message for most 
would-be visitors: Please stay away. 

The Shannon County Commission 
and the county health center enacted 
an order last week saying “nonresi- 
dents are prohibited from entering 
Shannon County” — except if they are 
visiting on essential business. 

It’s another example of how life has 
changed dramatically during the coro- 
navirus outbreak. The order amounts 
to atemporary ban on tourism, which 
the county, home to parts of the Ozark 
National Scenic Riverways, relies on to 
power the local economy. 

Kandra Counts, the Shannon County 
health administrator, said officials’ 
rationale was twofold: there are few 
medical resources in Shannon County 
for people who may fall ill, and officials 
don’t want visitors to spread the dis- 
ease to residents. 

“It could be a while before they get 
medical help, and that’s a great con- 
cern to us. We don’t want somebody 


Please see TOURISM, Page A5 


St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


JEFFERSON CITY — Inamove that’s 
drawing criticism, Missouri lawmakers 
are poised to return to the Capitol to 
resume their spring legislative session 
on April 27. 

A week after the House and Senate 
met in a limited capacity to send Gov. 
Mike Parson an emergency pandemic 
spending package worth up to $6.2 bil- 
lion, Republican leaders said they will 
work to balance the safety of lawmak- 
ers and legislative aides while doing 
the “critical” work of the Legislature. 

Exactly what is deemed critical has 
not been agreed upon. 

The pending return raised red flags 
among Democratic leaders. 

“Legislative leaders must be cau- 
tious about whether it will be safe for 
lawmakers to return to the Capitol on 
April 27 and willing to reverse course if 
it is not” said House Minority Leader 
Crystal Quade, D-Springfield. “A fi- 
nal decision to resume the legislative 
session cannot be based on wishful 
speculation on what will be, only on 
firm knowledge of what is. Anything 
less puts lives unnecessarily at risk.” 


Please see LAWMAKERS, Page A5 


The Washington Post 


The U.S. government has started 
sending $1,200 checks to Americans 
to help ease the financial pain caused 
by shutting down the economy to fight 
the deadly coronavirus. By Wednes- 
day, 80 million people are expected to 
receive a direct deposit in their bank 
account, Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin said. 

The checks are the centerpiece of 
the U.S. government’s economic re- 
lief package, and many Americans have 
taken to social media to celebrate the 
arrival of the money by posting pho- 
tos of the money hitting their bank ac- 
count. Singles earning up to $75,000 a 
year receive a payment of $1,200. Mar- 
ried couples earning up to $150,000 
a year receive a payment of $2,400. 
Parents receive an additional $500 
for each child under 17. The payments 
begin to phase out above those levels. 

Early evidence indicates Americans 
are using the money to buy the basics, 
including food and gas. Netspend, 
which processed nearly $1 billion in 
relief payments by Monday, said its 
customers are using the government 


Please see FOOD, Page A12 


ZIP code still equals destiny in St. Louis « a2 


WU launches study of possible treatment + a3 


Election officials seek more voting options + a3 


Major airlines line up to split payroll aid + a12 


Sweden sticks with a ‘low-scale’ shutdown « a13 
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